
FULL DAY TOUR DELFI

1) ARACHOVA
• Its name is of South Slavic origin and denotes a place with walnut trees. 
• Greek rebels under Georgios Karaiskakis defeated the Ottomans at the 1826 Battle of Arachova. 
• Has a panoramic view, uphill small houses and the cobbled streets show a picturesque 

architecture. The town center includes a huge and steep cliff, the Bell Tower, covered with dense 
ivy. At the top of the tower is a large 10m height clock. Arachova is famous for its black wine, its 
"brusque", the colorful textiles, carpets and rugs, handicrafts and woodcut creations as well. 

2) MUSEUM OF DELFI
• Is one of the principal museums of Greece and one of the most visited. 
• Founded in 1903 and it has been rearranged several times and houses the discoveries made at 

the Panhellenic sanctuary of Delphi, which date from the Late Helladic (Mycenean) period to the 
early Byzantine era. 

• Organised in fourteen rooms on two levels, the museum mainly displays statues, including the 
famous Charioteer of Delphi, architectural elements, like the frieze of the Siphnian Treasury and 
ex votos dedicated to the sanctuary of Pythian Apollo, like the Sphinx of Naxos.

3) TEMPLE OF APOLLO
• The Temple of Apollo, god of music, harmony, light, healing, and oracles occupied the most 

important and prominent position in the Delphic Panhellenic Sanctuary.
• The edifice with the partially restored colonnade visible today dates to the 20th century BC and, 

according to ancient accounts, five different temples were built throughout history. The famous 
oracle, the Pythia, operated inside the temple, the location chosen, according to one tradition, 
due to a sacred chasm beneath the site emitting vapors, which were inhaled by the Pythia. 

• According to mythological legend, Apollo famously killed Python, the dragon that previously 
guarded the oracle, as the sun rose from the ravines of Delphi. After the god took possession of 
the oracle, Apollo, along with his mother, Leto, and his sister, Artemis, would be worshipped at 
Delphi. 

4) MODERN TOWN OF DELPHI
• The town was created as a home for the population of Castro, which was relocated to allow for 

the excavation of the site of ancient Delphi. 
• The name Delphi came from the Oracle of Delphi, which was anciently accepted as a purveyor of 

truth revealed by the god Apollo. 
• Occupation of the site at Delphi can be traced back to the Neolithic period with extensive 

occupation and use beginning in the Mycenaean period (1600–1100 B.C.). 
• Earlier myths include traditions that Pythia, or the Delphic oracle, already was the site of an 

important oracle in the pre-classical Greek world (as early as 1400 B.C.) and, rededicated from 
about 800 B.C., when it served as the major site during classical times for the worship of the god 
Apollo. 

5) LEVADIA
• In antiquity, Levadeia was a town near the western frontier of ancient Boeotia, described by 

Strabo as lying between Mount Helicon and Chaeroneia. The ancient town was situated at the foot
of a precipitous height, which is an abrupt northerly termination of Mt. Helicon. 

• Pausanias relates that this height was originally occupied by the Homeric city of Mideia, from 
where the inhabitants, under the conduct of Lebadus, an Athenian, migrated into the plain, and 
founded there the city named after him. On the other hand, Strabo maintains that the Homeric 
cities Arne and Mideia were both swallowed up by Lake Copais. 

• Levadeia was originally an insignificant place, but it rose into importance in consequence of its 
possessing the celebrated oracle of Trophonius. The oracle was consulted both by Croesus and by 
Mardonius, and it continued to be consulted even in the time of Plutarch, when all the other 
oracles in Boeotia had become dumb.

6) KARYES SPRINGS
• The village name of Karyes has carried from ancient times as there has been an abundance of 

walnut trees since then. 
• The village of Karyes is the birthplace of the six caryatid maidens which are featured in 

architecture in the place of columns on the ancient and world famous Erectheion of the Acropolis. 
• Also various objects and fragments which were found during digging, have provided physical 

evidence for the ancient settlement in Karyes and the caryatid monument is said to be currently 
positioned in the place of the ancient acropolis of Karyes. During the years before Christ, the 
people of the Peloponnese were polytheistic and worshipped many Gods, Goddesses and various 
nymphs, which explains the worship of goddess Artemis in this area. 




